Support for the Building Civic Bridges Act of 2024

Senator Chris Coons (D-DE) | Senator Todd Young (R-IN)

"America’s leading research universities play a key role in fostering civil discourse, and our members
work every day with local, state, and federal partners to encourage civic bridgebuilding,” said
Barbara Snyder, President of AAU. "AAU is proud to support the Building Civic Bridges Act as a
simple, smart, evidence-based way of fighting polarization and encouraging meaningful dialogue.”

“In a recent Gartner survey, U.S. business executives ranked escalating political polarization as their
second most important emerging risk. Toxic division among Americans isn’t only a threat to our
social fabric and system of government; it's also a barrier to our economic competitiveness,” said
Sarah Bonk, founder of Business for America. “The business community is proud to back the
bipartisan Building Civic Bridges Act, which is a pragmatic investment in proven solutions to help
foster dialogue, bridge differences, and heal divides in our communities.”

“The Building Civic Bridges Act invites us to truly engage with one another as fellow Americans. This
is a time to build bridges, not barriers,” said Eboo Patel, Founder & President of Interfaith
America. "By empowering local leaders to expand trust and deepen relationships within our
communities, we can focus on that which unites us, rather than the issues that pull us apart. |
commend the co-sponsors for the moral imagination behind this bill and welcome the opportunity
to ensure that local bridgebuilding efforts flourish in our country.”

“A poll by Harvard Kennedy School’s Institute of Politics shows that over half of young Americans
feel democracy in this country is under threat — and over a third think they may see a civil war within
their lifetimes. These findings should be a wakeup call to all of us,” said John Bridgeland, CEO of
More Perfect and former Director, White House Domestic Policy Council under President
George W. Bush. “We can take action to help reverse these trends and mend some of the fault lines
that have opened in our society. That's why Congress should pass the Building Civic Bridges Act, co-
sponsored by the bipartisan team of Senators Chris Coons and Todd Young and help support the
civic organizations working to bridge partisan divides.”

“As an organization seeking to ensure safety, cultivate belonging, and create peace between people
and within communities through volunteering and national service, Peace Through Action USA
welcomes the Building Civic Bridges Act. Once enacted, the legislation would stimulate activities that
foster respect between diverse communities, support social cohesion, and forge a sense of common
civic purpose,” said Bob Reeg, CEO of Peace through Action USA. "We thank Senators Chris Coons
(D-DE), Todd Young (R-IN), and other co-sponsors of the Building Civic Bridges Act for their civic
leadership. We urge prompt passage of the legislation.”




"Our nation was founded on the freedom to dialogue, debate, and freely exchange ideas: integral to
a thriving democracy,” said Kara Jarzynski, Executive Director, and Dennis Cohen, Founder and
CEO of Resolutionaries. “Therefore, building bridges and talking across lines of difference are vital,
patriotic acts. Without it, our nation falters, with dire consequences to our economy, dynamic threats
to our national security, tragic tears to our communities, our schools, and our places of worship. With
it, however, we are made strong. The Building Civic Bridges Act is much needed legislation. It is a key
component of a wave of local and national programs responding to the need and desire of
Americans to reduce the polarity and divisiveness in our country. Together, we can stop fighting over
our problems, and start working together to solve them. Person-to-person, American-to-fellow
American, the BCBA is a powerful step toward revitalizing the civic fabric of our great nation.”

“Service Year Alliance is thrilled to endorse the Building Civic Bridges Act. As our country continues
to grapple with deep divisions across lines of race, religion, geography, and partisanship, we are
working to bring people together across lines of difference in service years - a shared experience
that builds cultural competency and civic engagement, and strengthens social cohesion in America,”
said Kristen Bennett, CEO of Service Year Alliance. "We are grateful to Senators Coons and Young
for their leadership in advancing national service's capacity for civic bridge building through this
bipartisan legislation. The Building Civic Bridges Act will be an essential tool as we support
AmeriCorps programs across the country in developing AmeriCorps members as life-long bridgers,
and build a stronger civic fabric for our society.”

The U.S. Chamber applauds Senators Chris Coons and Todd Young for introducing the Building Civic
Bridges Act, a vital measure aimed at strengthening our communities and nurturing civil discourse.
This legislation is pivotal in providing local organizations with essential training resources to unite
communities, effectively combat polarization, and confront shared challenges head-on. As
communities nationwide grapple with pressing issues, equipping local leaders with these tools is
imperative. We strongly support this important legislation. - Michael J. Chirico, Executive Director
of Government Affairs, U.S. Chamber of Commerce

"These days it seems nearly impossible to find areas where Americans from both parties can agree.
AmeriCorps is that exception. It brings us together as a community and helps us find common
ground as a country. So, it is only fitting that an Office of Civic Bridgebuilding should reside within
the AmeriCorps agency,” said AnnMaura Connolly, President of Voices for National

Service. "We're grateful to the bipartisan leaders who have come together around this legislation
with a goal of building relationships across lines of difference and strengthening civic engagement
across the country.”

“With Honor Action thanks Senator Coons and Senator Young for introducing the Building Civic
Bridges Act,” said Rye Barcott, Co-Founder and CEO of With Honor Action. “We believe our
country can break through polarization and be reunited through shared experiences like national
service. We will continue to work to decrease partisanship in Congress and seek more avenues for
Americans to reconnect, rebuild, and restore a national sense of civic engagement.”




