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Problem: Former detainees see reduced Social Security benefits 

• Americans who are wrongfully detained or held hostage abroad often have no 
income while in captivity, sometimes for years.  

• Social Security benefits are calculated based on earnings throughout an 
individual’s career—years with zero income can dramatically reduce benefits. 

• As a result, when former hostages and detainees reach retirement, they can see 
Social Security benefits that are reduced because of their years in captivity. 

 

Solution: The Retirement Security for American Hostages Act 

• Amends Social Security benefits for: 

o Individuals identified as wrongful detainees by the State Department, and  

o Individuals identified as hostages by the Justice Department’s Hostage 
Recovery Fusion Cell.  

• Directs the Social Security Administration (SSA) to assume “deemed wages” 
when calculating a former hostage or detainee’s lifetime earnings, which informs 
the individual’s benefit amount. 

• For every month the individual was detained, SSA will deem that individual to 
have earned the national average wage during that month.   

 

Why Now:  

• March 9th marked the first-ever U.S. Hostage and Wrongful Detainee National 
Day, which recognizes the U.S. hostages and wrongful detainees who have 
returned home as well as those who remain held abroad.   

• On August 1st, several Americans returned home from wrongful detention in 
Russia after a historic prisoner exchange.  Without congressional action, these 
individuals may see diminished Social Security benefits when they retire. 

 

 

Endorsers: Bring Our Families Home Campaign, James W. Foley Legacy Foundation, 
and Hostage US 
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