Mnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

April 29, 2021
The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas The Honorable Martin J. Walsh
Secretary Secretary
U.S. Department of Homeland Security U.S. Department of Labor
3801 Nebraska Avenue, NW 200 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20528 Washington, D.C. 20210

Dear Secretaries Mayorkas and Walsh,

Thank you for your recent actions to make an additional 22,000 H-2B visas available to address
the pressing demand for seasonal workers across the country. While fewer than we would have
hoped, additional visas are nonetheless essential to states that lack the available workers needed
to meet the high demand for seasonal jobs.

We respectfully urge you to expedite the rulemaking process to make these additional H-2B
visas available. Based on the estimated timeline, additional H-2B temporary workers will not be
available to businesses until mid-July, which is late into the summer season. This will result in
many hotels, restaurants, and other seasonal businesses, as well as employers in critical
infrastructure sectors, having to cut back operations due to the shortage of available labor. Given
the significant disruption to many businesses last summer caused by the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic, it is vital that these businesses have the labor they need to meet demand and to protect
the jobs of American workers who fill year-round positions at these businesses.

Thank you for your attention to this urgent request.

Sincerely,
Susan M. Collins Jeanne Shaheen
United States Senator United States Senator
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Lindsey O. Graham Angus S. King,(r.
United States Senator United States Senator
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James E. Risch Thomas R. Carper
nited States Senator United States Senator
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M. Michael Rounds
United States Senator

Mike Crapo
United States Senator
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Christopher A. Coons
United States Senator
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Roy Blunt
United States Senator



