
 

 

 

 

 

The IGNITE HBCU Excellence Act 
A historic investment in HBCUs to deepen their transformational work 

House Leads: Reps. Alma S. Adams, Ph.D., French Hill 

Senate Leads: Sens. Chris Coons, Tim Scott 

Background 

HBCUs have always been agents of equity, access, and excellence in education, especially for students 

of color. While only representing roughly 3 percent of all four-year colleges and universities, HBCUs 

produce upwards of 17 percent of all bachelor’s degrees awarded to African Americans. Additionally, 

HBCUs enroll a disproportionately high percentage of first generation and low-income students –  

nearly 60 percent – and outperform their peers in supporting and graduating these students. HBCUs 

graduate 27 percent of African Americans with bachelor’s degrees in STEM subjects, as well as a 

significant portion of African Americans with doctorates in science and engineering. What’s more, on an 

annual basis, HBCUs contribute nearly $15 billion to their communities, produce 134,000 jobs, and 

create $46.8 billion in alumni career earnings that can be directly attributed to their degrees. 

 

The incredible success of HBCUs has been achieved despite over a century of public and private 

underfunding. Too often, HBCUs are forced to navigate the effects of that underfunding while also 

lacking access to alternate sources of capital available to other institutions. 

 

Critical Infrastructure and Modernization Needs at HBCUs 

A June 2018 Government Accountability Office (GAO) Report identified “extensive and diverse” 

capital project needs at HBCUs. The report also noted that “HBCUs continue to face challenges in 

securing financing to undertake needed capital projects” and that “these colleges may be unable to make 

the campus improvements necessary to attract and retain students, potentially jeopardizing their long-

term sustainability.”  

 

Specifically, the GAO found that: 

• 70 of 79 HBCUs surveyed reported that 46 percent of their building space needed repair or 

complete replacement.  

• 8 of the 35 public HBCUs surveyed reported that more than 75 percent of their building space 

needed repair or replacement. 

• Public and private HBCUs reported average deferred maintenance backlogs of $67 million and $17 

million respectively, and 30 HBCUs reported that their deferred maintenance backlog had increased 

from 2015-2017. 

• 42 surveyed HBCUs reported having buildings designated as historic, making up an average of 11 

percent of their building space, and the Department of the Interior reported in 2018 that HBCUs 

have historic building rehabilitation needs but lack the resources to address them. 

 

 

 



The IGNITE HBCU Excellence Act 

The Institutional Grants for New Infrastructure, Technology, and Education for (IGNITE) HBCU 

Excellence Act recognizes the contributions of these institutions in the most important way possible: by 

providing HBCUs the support and investment needed to deepen their transformational work.  

 

Specifically, it provides support for HBCUs to:  

• Utilize public and private investments to renovate, repair, modernize, or construct new campus 

facilities, including instructional, research, and residential spaces; 

• Preserve buildings with historic significance;  

• Ensure the resilience, safety, and sustainability of campus facilities;  

• Provide access to campus-wide, reliable high-speed broadband to support digital learning and 

long-term technological capacity; 

• Improving campus facilities to support community-based partnerships that provide students and 

community members with academic, health, and social services; and 

• Procure equipment and technology to facilitate high-quality research and instruction.   

Endorsing Organizations: United Negro College Fund (UNCF), Thurgood Marshall College Fund (TMCF), National 

Association for Equal Opportunity in Higher Education (NAFEO), IBM, Mastercard, Farm Credit, NC Electric Cooperatives, 

SAP,  Dell, Wells Fargo, Visa, TIAA, Micron Technology, Diageo, HP Inc., Hewlett Packard Enterprise, Information 

Technology Industry Council, Capital One, Adobe, Autodesk, Nielsen, Oracle Corporation, Siemens, Softbank Group, 

Vanguard, Truist Financial, ACT Inc., NRCCUA, International Franchise Association, DataRobot,  

117th Cosponsors (219): Alma S. Adams, Ph.D., French Hill, Terri Sewell, Michael Turner, Colin Allred, Jake 

Auchincloss, Cindy Axne, Andy Barr, Nanette Diaz Barragan, Karen Bass, James Baird, Joyce Beatty, Donald S. Beyer, 

Stephanie Bice, Sanford D. Bishop, Jr., Earl Blumenauer, Lisa Blunt Rochester, Suzanne Bonamici, Carolyn Bordeaux, 

Jamaal Bowman, Brendan F. Boyle, Anthony G. Brown, Shontel Brown, Ted Budd, Cori Bush, Cheri Bustos, G. K. 

Butterfield, Salud Carbajal, Tony Cardenas, Andre' Carson, Troy Carter, Matt Cartwright, Ed Case, Sean Casten, Kathy 

Castor, Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick, David N. Cicilline, Katherine Clark, Yvette D. Clarke, Emanuel Cleaver, II, James E. 

Clyburn, Steve Cohen, Gerald E. Connolly, Jim Cooper, Lou Correa, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Jim Costa, Joe Courtney, 

Angie Craig, Charlie Crist, Jason Crow, Danny K. Davis, Madeleine Dean, Peter A. DeFazio, Diana DeGette, Rosa L. 

DeLauro, Suzan DelBene, Antonio Delgado, Val Demings, Mark DeSaulnier, Theodore Deutch,  Debbie Dingell, Lloyd 

Doggett, Byron Donalds, Mike Doyle, Veronica Escobar, Anna Eshoo, Adriano Espaillat, Dwight Evans, Brian Fitzpatrick, 

Lizzie Fletcher, Lois Frankel, Ruben Gallego, Jesus "Chuy" Garcia, Sylvia R. Garcia, Jimmy Gomez, Anthony Gonzalez, 

Vincente Gonzalez, Josh Gottheimer, Al Green, Josh Harder, Jahana Hayes, Brian Higgins, Jim Himes, Steven 

Horsford, Chrissy Houlahan, Richard Hudson, Jared Huffman, Sheila Jackson Lee, Sara Jacobs, Pramila Jayapal, Hakeem 

Jeffries, Eddie Bernice Johnson, Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr., Mondaire Jones, Marcy Kaptur, Bill Keating, Robin Kelly, 

Trent Kelly, Ro Khanna, Dan Kildee, Derek Kilmer, Andy Kim, Young Kim, Ann Kirkpatrick, Raja Krishnamoorthi, Annie 

Kuster, Conor Lamb, Jim Langevin, Rick Larsen, John B. Larson, Brenda L. Lawrence, Al Lawson, Barbara Lee, Susie Lee,  

Andy Levin, Ted W. Lieu, Zoe Lofgren, Barry Loudermilk, Alan Lowenthal, Blaine Luetkemeyer, Elaine Luria, Stephen F. 

Lynch, Tom Malinowski, Nicole Malliotakis, Carolyn B. Maloney, Sean Patrick Maloney, Kathy Manning, Doris Matsui, 

Lucy McBath, Michael McCaul, Betty McCollum, A. Donald McEachin, Jim McGovern, Jerry McNerney, Gregory W. 

Meeks, Grace Meng, Kweisi Mfume, Gwen S. Moore, Joseph D. Morelle, Seth Moulton, Frank Mrvan, Stephanie Murphy, 

Jerrold Nadler, Grace F. Napolitano, Richard E. Neal, Joe Neguse, Marie Newman, Donald Norcross, Eleanor Holmes 

Norton, Tom O'Halleran, Ilhan Omar, Frank Pallone, Jr., Jimmy Panetta, Chris Pappas, Bill Pascrell, Jr., Donald M. Payne, 

Jr., Ed Perlmutter, Scott H. Peters, Dean Phillips, Chellie Pingree, Stacey E. Plaskett, Mark Pocan, Katie Porter, Ayanna 

Pressley, David Price, Mike Quigley, Amata Radewagen, Jamie Raskin, Kathleen Rice, Mike Rogers, Deborah Ross, Lucile 

Roybal Allard, C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger, Bobby L. Rush, Tim Ryan, Michael F.Q. San Nicolas, Linda Sanchez, John 

Sarbanes, Mary Gay Scanlon, Jan Schakowsky, Adam Schiff, Brad Schneider, Kim Schrier,  David Scott, Brad Sherman, 

Mikie Sherrill, Albio Sires, Elissa Slotkin, Adam Smith, Darren Soto, Abigail Spanberger, Jackie Speier, Haley Stevens, 

Marilyn Strickland, Thomas R. Suozzi, Eric Swalwell, Mark Takano, Bennie G. Thompson, Mike Thompson, Dina Titus, 

Rashida Tlaib, Paul D. Tonko, Ritchie Torres, Lori Trahan, David Trone, Lauren Underwood, Juan Vargas, Marc Veasey, 

Nydia Velazquez, Debbie Wasserman Schultz, Maxine Waters, Bonnie Watson Coleman, Peter Welch, Jennifer Wexton, 

Susan Wild, Nikema Williams, Frederica Wilson, Rob Wittman, John Yarmuth 


