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In	
  2009,	
  GLSEN	
  surveyed	
  a	
  total	
  of	
  7,261	
  students	
  between	
  the	
  ages	
  of	
  13	
  and	
  21.	
  Students	
  were	
  from	
  all	
  
50	
  states	
  and	
  the	
  District	
  of	
  Columbia	
  and	
  from	
  2,783	
  unique	
  school	
  districts.	
  About	
  two-­‐thirds	
  of	
  the	
  
sample	
  (67.4%)	
  was	
  white,	
  over	
  half	
  (57.1%)	
  was	
  female,	
  and	
  over	
  half	
  identified	
  as	
  gay	
  or	
  lesbian	
  (61.0%).	
  
Students	
  were	
  in	
  grades	
  6	
  to	
  12,	
  with	
  the	
  largest	
  numbers	
  in	
  grades	
  11	
  and	
  12	
  
	
  

• 84.6%	
  of	
  LGBT	
  students	
  reported	
  being	
  verbally	
  harassed,	
  40.1%	
  reported	
  being	
  physically	
  harassed	
  
and	
  18.8%	
  reported	
  being	
  physically	
  assaulted	
  at	
  school	
  in	
  the	
  past	
  year	
  because	
  of	
  their	
  sexual	
  
orientation.	
  

• 63.7%	
  of	
  LGBT	
  students	
  reported	
  being	
  verbally	
  harassed,	
  27.2%	
  reported	
  being	
  physically	
  harassed	
  
and	
  12.5%	
  reported	
  being	
  physically	
  assaulted	
  at	
  school	
  in	
  the	
  past	
  year	
  because	
  of	
  their	
  gender	
  
expression.	
  

• 72.4%	
  heard	
  homophobic	
  remarks,	
  such	
  as	
  "faggot"	
  or	
  "dyke,"	
  frequently	
  or	
  often	
  at	
  school.	
  
• Nearly	
  two-­‐thirds	
  (61.1%)	
  of	
  students	
  reported	
  that	
  they	
  felt	
  unsafe	
  in	
  school	
  because	
  of	
  their	
  

sexual	
  orientation,	
  and	
  more	
  than	
  a	
  third	
  (39.9%)	
  felt	
  unsafe	
  because	
  of	
  their	
  gender	
  expression.	
  
• 29.1%	
  of	
  LGBT	
  students	
  missed	
  a	
  class	
  at	
  least	
  once	
  and	
  30.0%	
  missed	
  at	
  least	
  one	
  day	
  of	
  school	
  in	
  

the	
  past	
  month	
  because	
  of	
  safety	
  concerns,	
  compared	
  to	
  only	
  8.0%	
  and	
  6.7%,	
  respectively,	
  of	
  a	
  
national	
  sample	
  of	
  secondary	
  school	
  students.	
  

• The	
  reported	
  grade	
  point	
  average	
  of	
  students	
  who	
  were	
  more	
  frequently	
  harassed	
  because	
  of	
  their	
  
sexual	
  orientation	
  or	
  gender	
  expression	
  was	
  almost	
  half	
  a	
  grade	
  lower	
  than	
  for	
  students	
  who	
  were	
  
less	
  often	
  harassed	
  (2.7	
  vs.	
  3.1).	
  

• Increased	
  levels	
  of	
  victimization	
  were	
  related	
  to	
  increased	
  levels	
  of	
  depression	
  and	
  anxiety	
  and	
  
decreased	
  levels	
  of	
  self-­‐esteem.	
  

	
  
The	
  full	
  report	
  can	
  be	
  downloaded	
  as	
  a	
  PDF	
  here:	
  http://bit.ly/lPjqqy	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
What	
  is	
  GLSEN?	
  
GLSEN,	
  the	
  Gay,	
  Lesbian	
  and	
  Straight	
  Education	
  Network,	
  is	
  the	
  leading	
  national	
  education	
  organization	
  
focused	
  on	
  ensuring	
  safe	
  schools	
  for	
  all	
  students.	
  Established	
  in	
  1990,	
  GLSEN	
  envisions	
  a	
  world	
  in	
  which	
  
every	
  child	
  learns	
  to	
  respect	
  and	
  accept	
  all	
  people,	
  regardless	
  of	
  sexual	
  orientation	
  or	
  gender	
  
identity/expression.	
  GLSEN	
  seeks	
  to	
  develop	
  school	
  climates	
  where	
  difference	
  is	
  valued	
  for	
  the	
  positive	
  
contribution	
  it	
  makes	
  to	
  creating	
  a	
  more	
  vibrant	
  and	
  diverse	
  community.	
  For	
  information	
  on	
  GLSEN's	
  
research,	
  educational	
  resources,	
  public	
  policy	
  advocacy,	
  student	
  organizing	
  programs	
  and	
  educator	
  training	
  
initiatives,	
  visit	
  www.glsen.org.	
  
	
  


